PROAFOR TNNEDIATE RELEA

Public Relations Promoting Professionalism and Higher Education in Public Relations
MOBILE CHAPTER

Council of Alabama

CALENDAR
of Events

June 2008

PRCA Toolkit
Thursday, June 26
8a.m.- 1pm.
The Brookley Center

COST:
Members
$55 Seminar & Luncheon
$20 Luncheon Only

Non-Members
$65 Seminar & Luncheon
$35 Luncheon Only

Students:
$35 Seminar & Luncheon
$15 Luncheon Only

RSVP to Sheri Reid
at sreidd@asdd.com

Remember . . .

All RSVPs are due by Thursday,
June 17 at noon. Reservations can-
celled after June 17 will be billed to

cover the cost of lunch.

SAVE THE DATE:

April Meeting
Robin Mayhall, APR
Corporate Communications Writer
with Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Louisiana.
“Creating a Winning Award Entry”
Thursday, July 24
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

2008 PRCA Mobile Toolkit

Four practical topics. Four great speakers. Don’t miss the Mobile Chapter’s An-
nual Toolkit, a half-day professional development seminar set for Thursday,
June 26 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the Magnolia Ballroom at The Brookley Center.

Building on Excellence:

Nail Down New Communication Skills with Tools for Success

Registration/Vendor Visit
8-8:30a.m.

Welcome - Susan Rak-Blanchard, PRCA
8:30 - 8:45 a.m.

“How to Make the News” - Glen Duncan, APR
8:45 - 9:45 a.m.

Break/Vendor Visits
9:45-10a.m.

“Social Media 2.0” -
10-11am.

Lisa Fedele

Break/Vendor Visits
11-11:15a.m.

“Networking Made Easy” - Talma Carstarphen
11:15-11:45am.

Lunch

“PR Meet Advertizing, Advertizing Meet PR”
Sabrina McLaughlin, APR

11:45a.m.-1p.m.

For more information, visit prca-mobile.org
to view the entire brochure or to RSVP, con-
tact Sheri Reid at sreid@asdd.com.

All RSVPs are due by Thursday, June 17 at
noon.
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PRCA Toolkit
Speakers

Sabrina McLaughlin, APR
Director of Decisions, Insight
Marketing Communications,
Inc.

Lisa Fedele
Sr. Communication Strategist,
Deveney Communications

Talma M. Carstarphen

Public Affairs and Business
Development Manager,
American Medical Response

Glen Duncan, APR
Director of Communications,
Pennington Biomedical Re-
search Center

Lewis Communications

// REDSQUAREAGENCY




Sharpening the Saw

Wow. It’s June, and 2008 is
halfway over. This is about
the time | like to evaluate my
progress, or lack thereof, on
my annual personal, spiritual
and professional goals. What
can | say? | was born a plan-
ner with an insatiable need to
do the most with every minute
God gave me. | also know that
I tend to let the “project du jour” get me off track.
So | set aside an hour or so mid-year to review
what | wanted to accomplish.

A common theme among my goals is, and has al-
ways been, improvement. When | was in college, |
used to yearn for the day I knew everything |
needed to know. Suffice it to say it didn’t take
long in the real world to realize 1 will never know
it all. Not to mention that change these days hap-
pens faster than it takes to flip on a light switch.

That’s why I’'m looking forward to this year’s
Toolkit speakers. PRCA - Mobile has a reputation
for great professional development programs, and
this year is no exception.

Last year, at the SPRF/PRCA conference held in
Mobile, we couldn’t get enough of social media
topics so Lisa Fedele with Deveney Communica-
tions is offering us more. Glen Duncan, APR with
the Pennington Biomedical Research Center will
draw on his own journalism background to help us
make our stories relevant to reporters. Talma Car-
starphen with American Medical Response will
walk us through some hands-on practice in net-
working, a skill important for too many reasons to
count. At lunch Southern Public Relations Federa-
tion President Sabrina McLaughlin, APR with
Insight Marketing Communications will introduce
the dream team of any organization when it comes
to building relationships with audiences — PR and
Advertising.

It is an occupational hazard that PR professionals
don’t take the time for themselves to, as Stephen
Covey says, “sharpen the saw.” We stay so incredi-
bly busy with projects and deadlines that we forget
that a little break to sharpen our tools could refine
both what we do and how we do it.

So, | hope you’ll join me Thursday, June 26 for a
little professional improvement.

Best regards,
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Congratulations to...

Meredith Portman and the nationally-
syndicated home improvement television show
Today’s Homeowner with Danny Lipford® on its
first nomination in the 35" Annual Daytime
Emmy® Awards.

Mary Mullins in her new position as director of
communications for ThyssenKrupp Stainless
USA. Formerly, Mullins is co-founder and part-
ner in The Bellwether Group, a consulting firm
specializing in strategic public and environmental
affairs.

Sharee Broussard, APR recently received
Spring Hill College's Dawson Service Award and
sits on the Search Committee for the college's
next president. As the Mobile Chapter candidate,
Broussard was also named by the state board as
PRCA's First Educator of the Year.

Bring In a New Member -
Get Your Name in a Drawing for 3 Free Lunches

Your name will go in to the drawing for every new
member you bring in now through July 21. New mem-
bers will be grandfathered in for 2009 — so it’s like six
months free. It’s a great benefit for prospects, and
you’ll be recognized too. The drawing will take place at
PRCA'’s professional development meeting on Thurs-
day, July 24.

For more information, contact Amber Guy, VP of Mem-
bership with the Mobile Public Library at amber-
guy@comcast.net or 208.7902.






