


Welcome New Members 
Jacqueline Barnes 
Bay Area Food Bank 
 
Stacey L. Killingsworth 
The Salvation Army 
 
Amanda Parker Gonzales 
University of South Alabama 
 
Ange Baggett 
Thomas Hospital 
 
Melissa Harville 
Goodwill Easter Seals of the Gulf Coast 
 
Claire M. Donnee 
Coastal Clinical Research 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Caroline Foster, PRCA 
member and Director of Public Relations/
Community Education and Programs for the 
Epilepsy Foundation Alabama. The Epilepsy 
Foundation Alabama received the National 
Epilepsy Foundations' Program of Excellence 
Award at the recent Epilepsy Foundation's 
National Leadership Conference held in Dallas, 
Texas.  The award represents programs that are 
creative, innovative and respond to current 
priorities and demands for service. The program 
must meet unmet needs and impact the quality 
of life of individuals with epilepsy and the 
community.  Diverse individuals are reached 
and served along with collaboration with other 
agencies.  
 
 
2009 PRCA Student Social 
PRCA-Mobile will hold its 2009 Student Social 
on March 26 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mobile Chamber of Commerce. During this 
annual event, area students experience 
networking, resume critiques and mock 
interviews. PRCA needs as many professionals 
as possible to assist with the sessions. If you 
can give some time, please contact Wes 
Phillips, APR at wphillips@mobile-gas.com 

In these fast pace and tech 
savvy times, it can be 
daunting to keep up with 
ways to communicate with 
people.  New technology 
can allow anyone with a 
computer to call anywhere 
in the world, video 
conference from your 
home and all for FREE.  
Even me (a self-proclaimed 
anti-techie) and my parents 

(even worse than me) learned how to install and use 
a webcam.   In today’s world, grandparents can keep 
up with grandchildren who live in another state. 
 
Communication is a great tool and can allow us new 
opportunities every day.  All it takes is a little 
patience and a willingness to keep up.  Even in our 
community, our ability as PR people to 
communicate grows daily.  Still, we struggle with 
the best way to get our message out to all the 

 right people and cross our fingers that it makes 
the 5:00 p.m. news.  Struggle no more. 
 
The February PRCA meeting will bring all the 
right people to the table.  Broadcast news media 
from all the Mobile broadcast outlets will be 
gathered in one place to tell you the best way to 
communicate your message.  How do I get my 
story covered?  What kind of stories are you 
looking for?  How do you want me to send you a 
press release and who do you want me to send it 
to?  All these questions and more will be covered.  
Don’t miss this opportunity to get all the 
information you need from the professionals. 
 
“The universe is full of magical things patiently 

waiting  for our wits to grow sharper.” 
 -Eden Phillpots 

 
Yours in Service, 

Lindsay Hutchisson  

 

PRCA’s Medallion Award 
PRCA’s January Medallion Award was given to Susan Rak-
Blanchard for her work on the Mobile Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Meeting. 
 
Community Service Project Proposals 
The Community Service committee is soliciting public 
relations project proposals from non-profit organizations. 
The committee will select an organization and complete a 
public relations project for the selected 
organization.  Proposals must be received by March 2 
and should include a description of the organization and 
its mission and an outline of the desired project. Email 
proposals  to Dr.  Vanessa Murphree at 
vmurphree@gmail.com or call 251-455-3455 for more 
information. 
 
Job Announcements, etc. & e-mails 
Adena Health System is seeking a Chief Strategic 
Planning & Marketing Officer. This multi-hospital 
system with 277 beds and 2,000 employees is located in 
Chillicothe, Ohio just 45 minutes from Columbus. 
Reporting directly to the CEO, this top executive will be 
responsible for developing the strategic business plan, 
marketing and branding concepts for Adena. Contact 
Terry Spink, Senior Consultant for Grant Cooper & 
Associates at 800.886.4690 ext. 121 or 
spink@grantcooper.com for more information.  
 
To get your news to the membership send all PRCA job 
announcements, etc. to Carol Hunter at 
chunter@downtownmobile.org.  
 
Not receiving PRCA emails? Please contact Carol Hunter 
via e-mail or call 434-8498. 
 

Fornaro Diamond 
Award  
Congratulations to Penny 
Hatcher who received the 
Fornaro Diamond Award 
at last month’s meeting. 
Renamed in honor of 
Suzanne Fornaro in 2008, 
this award recognizes one 

outstanding member (not a board member) for his or her 
volunteer efforts on behalf of the Chapter each year. Any 
member in good standing can nominate a member for the 
Diamond Award. A call for nominations is sent in the fall 
and the winner is selected by the seated board. The 
winner is recognized at the transitional Chapter meeting 
and receives an award. Other nominees are recognized 
with a certificate. 

2009 PRCA - Mobile Board of Directors 
 

The Mobile Chapter of the Public Relations Council of Alabama inducted the 2009 Board of 
Directors at the January meeting. The 2009 Board of Directors are Lindsay Hutchisson, President; 
Leslie Schraeder, President Elect/VP of Membership; Brett Berg, VP of Programs; Anita Clarke, 
VP of Projects; Sheri Reid, Secretary; Susan Carothers, Treasurer; Cassidy Grimes, 
Communications; Wes Phillips, APR, Student Affairs; Dr. Vanessa Murphree, Community Service; 
Kinnon Phillips, APR, Accreditation; Carol Hunter, Publicity; Niki Lim, Historian; Susan Rak-
Blanchard, Immediate Past President; and Sharee Broussard, APR, Board Advisor. 

Susan Rak-Blanchard passes the  
traditional glass and engraved knife of 
PRCA Mobile to 2009 Board President, 
Lindsay Hutchisson. 

Pictured left to right: Susan Rak-Blanchard; Sharee 
Broussard, APR; Dr. Vanessa Murphree; Carol Hunter; 
Susan Carothers; Brett Berg; Niki Lim; Anita Clarke; 
and Lindsay Hutchisson. 
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